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Her new project “Democracy at Stake: The New Era of Authoritarianism in Central American 
and the Movement of Resistance and Resilience” seeks to understand the process of peace and 
democracy in El Salvador and Guatemala through an ethnographic study of social movements in 
the region.  
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Sociology from the Graduate Institute of Geneva and previously studied her BA in Anthropology 
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American studies, social movements, environmental dispossession and climate inequality. In her 
PhD thesis, Clara focused on the study of law and justice as the basis of democratic processes in 
the Central American region and how colonization imposed political processes within the states 
with rather authoritarian practices. Now she studies the states of El Salvador and Guatemala and 
the forms of resistance practiced by human rights movements to the new repressive practices that 
have been imposed in the region. With a legal anthropological approach, she seeks to understand 
such processes in the Central American region from the bottom up.  
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